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Yet the great wool market at Leeds that appeared
miraculously twice a week down the broad main
street of the town, was already resorted to by
factors with letters from customers in places as
distant as Russia and North America. It was fed
by the hardy industry of the Yorkshire clothiers,
whose houses and stony enclosures lined the
slopes of the West Riding valleys, so that as one
gazed down them the eye was caught by the pale
gleam of innumerable pieces of white cloth
stretched upon the tenters. With coal and
running water at their doors, they were able to
complete in their own houses almost all the
processes required for their trade.

Besides the three cloth provinces other dis-
tricts were in part maintained by the clothing
manufacture. Shrewsbury made white broad-
cloth and flannel, Kendal linsey-woolseys and
cotton stuff for blankets, and Newbury shal-
loons for lining clothes. Stockings were woven
throughout the eastern midlands, especially at
Nottingham, Doncaster and Leicester. And
the universal fashion of wearing lace kept
many a Buckinghamshke housewife busy and
well-to-do.13

All this manufacturing was rural in its setting,
while most of those who practised it were engaged
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